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Up to 30 minutes is allowed for this item.

Written questions 

To answer any written questions from a County Councillor, (or any 
person living or working in the county, or is affected by the work of the 
County Council), about any matter which relates to any item on the 
agenda for this meeting. 

The closing date for the receipt of written questions was 4.00 pm on 
Thursday 22 September 2016. 

Oral questions

To answer any oral questions from members of the public. An oral 
question may be asked by a member of the public about any item on the 
agenda for this meeting, provided notice of the question is given by the 
questioner to the Chief Executive’s representative, at least 30 minutes 
prior to the start of the meeting.

Depending on the nature of the questions, it may not be possible to 
provide a comprehensive answer at the meeting, in which case a written 
answer will be provided as soon as reasonably possible after the 
meeting. Questions received and proposed responses do not 
accompany this agenda but will be circulated prior to the meeting.

Leader of Council 



28 September 2016

CABINET
Cllr Mark Hawthorne, Cllr Ray Theodoulou, Cllr Dorcas Binns, Cllr Andrew Gravells, 
Cllr Paul McLain, Cllr Nigel Moor, Cllr Vernon Smith and Cllr Kathy Williams 

NOTES
1. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – Members requiring advice or clarification about 

whether to make a declaration of interest are invited to contact the Monitoring Officer 
(Jane Burns 01452 328472 /fax: 425149 e-mail: jane.burns@gloucestershire.gov.uk) 
prior to the start of the meeting.

2. INSPECTION OF PAPERS AND GENERAL QUERIES - If you wish to inspect minutes 
or reports relating to any item on this agenda or have any other general queries about the 
meeting, please contact: Jo Moore, Senior Democratic Services Adviser :01452 
324196/fax: 425240/e-mail: jo.moore@gloucestershire.gov.uk

3. DEFINITION OF A KEY DECISION - A ‘Key Decision’ is one that is, if implemented, is 
likely to

 Result in significant additional expenditure or savings to the value of £500,000 or 
more, or

 Be significant in terms of its effect on communities in two or more electoral 
divisions.

4.

5. 

GENERAL ARRANGEMENTS - Members are required to sign the attendance list.

PHOTOGRAPHY, FILMING AND AUDIO RECORDING OF COUNCIL MEETINGS is 
permitted subject to the Local Government Access to Information provisions. Please 
contact Democratic Services (01452 324202) to make the necessary arrangements 
ahead of the meeting. If you are a member of the public and do not wish to be 
photographed or filmed please inform the Democratic Services Officer on duty at the 
meeting.  

EVACUATION PROCEDURE - in the event of the fire alarms sounding during the meeting please 
leave as directed in a calm and orderly manner and go to the assembly point located outside the 
main entrance to Shire Hall in Westgate Street.  Please remain there and await further 
instructions.

mailto:jane.burns@gloucestershire.gov.uk
mailto:jo.moore@gloucestershire.gov.uk
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Question 1: Cllr Jeremy Hilton Respondent: Cllr Ray Theodoulou  

Agenda Item 11: Schedule of Disposals 

On the 6th of September 2016, the City Council granted outline planning 
permission for 90 dwellings on the former Bishops College site in 
Longlevens.

When do you plan to put the site up for sale? 
 

The site is due to be placed on the market early 2017.

Question 2: Cllr Jeremy Hilton Respondent: Cllr Ray Theodoulou 

Agenda Item 11: Schedule of Disposals 

With so many houses planned to be built in the North Gloucester area as 
part of the Joint Core Strategy, is it wise to dispose of a former secondary 
school site that is centrally located to the new pattern of housing? 
 

I refer Cllr Hilton to the answers I and Cllr McLain gave him at Full Council 
on the 14th September 2016.

Question 3: Cllr Jeremy Hilton Respondent: Cllr Ray Theodoulou 

Agenda Item 11: Schedule of Disposals 

Why are you planning to sell land that the County Council owns off 
Clearwater Drive in Quedgeley when there is so little green open space in 
the Quedgeley Severn Vale ward?

We’re not looking to sell the site.  We are looking to build a new school on 
the site, which will include open space as part of the development.  The 
land was originally acquired from the developer to build a school on, and 
doing so removes the risk that the entire site will have to be returned to the 
developer in accordance with the terms of the purchase.

Question 4: Cllr Jeremy Hilton Respondent: Cllr Paul McLain 

Agenda Item 11: Schedule of Disposals 

It is proposed to build a new primary school on land at Clearwater Drive, 
Quedgeley. Where will the pupils come from as there are already other 
primary schools that service the local community?
 

We are experiencing local population growth in Quedgeley - specifically 
younger families moving in. This is driving the demand for additional 
places. All local schools are close to full in all age groups making it difficult 
to locally fulfil in-year applications from families moving into the area.
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Question 5: Cllr Bernie Fisher Respondent: Cllr Nigel Moor  

Agenda Item 10: Quarterly Strategic Performance Report 

On page 86 of this quarter’s Performance Monitoring Report, it continues 
to show a high number of older people killed and seriously injured on our 
roads. 

Please can the Cabinet Member tell me what is being done to reduce 
these tragic incidents? 

 

We don’t just have a growing population of older people in our county, but 
also more of those older people are driving than previously.  For example, 
in 2004 roughly a quarter of women over 70 had driving licences – last 
year it was nearly a half. The proportion of men over 70 with driving 
licenses has also increased by 10% in the same period.  The number of 
older people using our roads is increasing and we are closely monitoring 
the number of incidents involving older road users.

In Gloucestershire, 755 drivers over the age of 65 have attended road 
safety sessions during the first 6 months of 2016.  

A national older driver strategy has been published and our SAGE (safer 
driving with age) programme is being recommended as the first stage in a 
three stage process to ensure older drivers remain safe. 

During the first 6 months of 2016, 73 drivers completed a SAGE driving 
assessment in this county.  The remaining 682 drivers attended a variety 
of road safety training courses delivered by the Road Safety Partnership 
during the same period. 

The Road Safety Partnership is working with the NHS to deliver workshops 
especially for Dementia Link Workers.

Of course, we are committed to doing everything we can to keep the roads 
as safe as possible through our work with the Road Safety Partnership, for 
all ages and sectors of our community.
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Question 6: Cllr Lesley Williams Respondent: Cllr Ray Theodoulou 

Agenda Item 9: Financial Monitoring Report 

Can the Cabinet Member please breakdown into line items the ‘Support 
Services Recharges’ section of the Forecast Position? Page 52

 

The Support Services Recharges of £26.112 million covers the cost of all 
support services provided to front line services:

AMPS £4.815m
ICT £6.683m
Customer £1.593m
Customer, Commercial £0.877m
Finance £2.544m
Communications £0.789m
Strategy & Challenge £4.966m
People Services £3.845m  

Question 7: Cllr Lesley Williams Respondent: Cllr Nigel Moor  

Agenda Item 9: Financial Monitoring Report 

Will the Cabinet Member please provide details of how many Section 106 
Funds are still available, broken down into exact figures, and the projected 
end date that these have to be collected? 
 

We have a corporate mechanism that monitors outstanding County 
Council Section 106 Agreements, which was set up in January 2013. 
Currently, there are around 300 live Section 106 Agreements. 

A regular report is provided to Environmental and Communities Scrutiny 
Committee.  I would be happy to arrange for officers to brief you on this in 
more detail, if that is helpful.

Question 8: Cllr Lesley Williams Respondent: Cllr Ray Theodoulou 

Agenda Item 9: Financial Monitoring Report 

Will the Cabinet Member confirm how much money is currently left in the 
Vulnerable Adults, and the Vulnerable Children’s reserves respectively, 
and how much will be left by the end of the financial year.

 

Vulnerable Adults – £1.654m at beginning of year.
Currently, £0.44m is forecast to be used to balance the Adults overall 
position, leaving £1.214m of the reserve unused.  The Vulnerable 
Children’s reserve totalled £1.9m at the beginning of the year but this is 
forecast to be used in full to offset the overspend in children’s services in 
2016/17.Of course, the purpose of reserves is to deal with the unexpected, 
and as such, any prediction is subject to change.
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Question 9: Cllr Lesley Williams Respondent: Cllr Kathy Williams 

Agenda Item 9: Financial Monitoring Report 

How surprised was the Cabinet Member to discover that the Building 
Better Lives savings would be difficult to find?
 

Last financial year Building Better Lives achieved remarkable success, 
delivering all of its savings targets. 

This year we have built on that success in a number of areas. Key 
initiatives are working. Electronic call monitoring is ensuring service users 
get the services they need, while the council only pays for work done. The 
quality indicators generated by electronic call monitoring will be used to 
benefit improved delivery and the efficiency savings are significant.  

We continue to make progress in helping people find work.  The £3.2 
million we received from the Big Lottery Fund to deliver employment 
initiatives through voluntary agencies will assist us in doing so. We are 
also learning that in the early stages of getting people back to work they 
still may need support and we are making sure we’ve got the right help for 
them. 

Our work to solve problems at the front door with our enablement workers 
offering support services in the Drop In Centres is producing results and 
one of those Drop Ins is now being run with the assistance of a user led 
organisation building peer support experience and opportunities.

The challenges we face in achieving all of our savings are focussed on 3 
main areas. First young people are entering the system with higher levels 
of needs than in the past. Providing care for them is important but costs 
more. Secondly the time it takes to achieve savings through our strategies 
can take longer than we had anticipated at the outset. Finally, new national 
initiatives mean resources must be found to respond to a changing 
landscape.  A good example of this is Transforming Care, an initiative to 
bring home people with a learning disability in long stay hospitals. This is 
resource intensive, but at the same time important for those people in long 
stay beds and a national priority.
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None of this is surprising – delivering the services that people in this 
county need has always been hard work – and will no doubt continue to be 
so in the future.

Question 10: Cllr Lesley Williams Respondent: Cllr Ray Theodoulou  

Agenda Item 9: Financial Monitoring Report 

Will the Cabinet Member please tell me whether the reserves used to 
bolster the budgets of Children’s and Adults were included in the original 
£100m and £153m budget lines respectively? Or were they separate line 
items in the original budget?
 

The Vulnerable Adults Reserve is not included within the Adults original 
budget of £153m.  The Reserve is held on the balance sheet. 

The Vulnerable Children’s reserve is not included within the original budget 
of £100m. The Reserve is held on the Balance Sheet.

Question 11: Cllr Lesley Williams Respondent: Cllr Paul McLain 

Agenda Item 9: Financial Monitoring Report 

Will the Cabinet Member please tell me what specific projects the 
‘Vulnerable Children’s Reserve’ has been used to pay for. 

Please could you break this down by cost and project.
 

It is a contingency reserve which has not been needed so far this year.

Question 12: Cllr Lesley Williams Respondent: Cllr Paul McLain 

Agenda Item 9: Financial Monitoring Report 

Does the Cabinet Member regret cutting the early intervention fund in the 
children and families budget now that we are seeing a record number of 
families entering the social care system?

We’ve protected the Children and Families budget consistently, despite the 
challenging savings required of the council.  We have a focus on 
prevention right across our work, especially since taking on responsibility 
for Public Health.  Indeed, one of the reasons that the numbers of children 
in care has increased is because of our determination to keep children 
safe and prevent problems escalating.  
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As Cllr Williams is well aware, there are a number of reasons for the 
national increase in the numbers of children in care, which we have 
discussed on a number of occasions.

Question 13: Cllr Steve Lydon Respondent: Cllr Ray Theodoulou 

Agenda Item 9: Financial Monitoring Report 

Can the Cabinet Member confirm to me how many LOBO (Lender Option 
Borrower Options) loans that the authority currently has, and at what cost 
to the Council?
 

The LOBO loans and interest rates applicable are listed below:

    Balance         INTEREST
Outstanding       RATE %
 3,000,000         4.990
 5,000,000         5.000
 5,000,000         4.750
 8,500,000         4.230
 8,550,000         4.230
 5,500,000         3.990
 5,500,000         3.990

It is worth noting that Audit and Governance Committee reviews Treasury 
Management, which includes loans, twice each year, and the strategy 
overall is adopted annually by full council.

Question 14: Cllr Steve Lydon Respondent: Cllr Ray Theodoulou 

Agenda Item 9: Financial Monitoring Report 

Will the Cabinet Member confirm how much revenue has been raised by 
the Council in services offered to schools across the county, and can he 
give me a projection of how much revenue he expects to raise over the 
next year?
 

External revenue for 2015 / 16 for Traded Services was £10.75m with 
c£10.5m of this coming from schools. Similar levels of income are forecast 
in 2016/17.
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Question 15: Cllr Steve Lydon Respondent: Cllr Ray Theodoulou 

Agenda Item 9: Financial Monitoring Report 

Will the Cabinet Member provide me with a breakdown of what average 
percentage rates comparable local authorities pay for their fixed rate 
PWLB’s (Public Works Loan Board’s)? 

Please could you provide specific figures and authorities in your reply? 
 

GCC’s PWLB borrowing has an average interest rate of 5.27% compared 
to a County Council average of 4.75%.

Question 16: Cllr Klara Sudbury Respondent: Cllr Nigel Moor  

Agenda Item 7: Tender and Award of Transport Contracts 

Many subsidised bus routes are valued by residents. Please can the 
Cabinet Member tell me whether the approach to tendering as outlined in 
the report will protect subsidised bus routes such as the P/Q and F Service 
from facing a reduced service or being axed?
 

The approach outlined in this report deals with the need for Cabinet 
authority to procure and award public bus contracts with a gross value in 
excess of £500,000.  Our strategy for determining how we invest in bus 
services was agreed by Cabinet in February this year after a major public 
consultation, and is not being revisited as part of this decision. 

Question 17: Cllr Klara Sudbury Respondent: Cllr Ray Theodoulou 

Agenda Item 9: Financial Monitoring Report 

Please could the Cabinet Member tell me how much the Telephony project 
will be costing this Council?
 

The overall project is expected to cost £1.1million.

Question 18: Cllr Klara Sudbury Respondent: Cllr Ray Theodoulou 

Agenda Item 9: Financial Monitoring Report 

Would the Cabinet Member agree that, given the significant financial 
challenges facing this authority, residents worried about cuts to front line 
services may wonder why this Council at this time wishes to upgrade its 
telephony system?

Our main telephone system is over 35 years old.  
We’ve had really good value for money out of that – but it won’t last 
forever.  Keeping it running means increasingly expensive maintenance, 
and is holding us back from delivering services more effectively. 
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If the old system fails, it would have a very serious impact on our ability to 
deliver vital services right across the council.  Having a functioning 
telephone system is vital to delivering almost all of our frontline services. 

Question 19: Cllr Klara Sudbury Respondent: Cllr Ray Theodoulou 

Agenda Item 9: Financial Monitoring Report 

Does the Cabinet Member not feel that in light of the significant financial 
challenges this Council is facing that such a project would be best rolled-
out in phases over two/three financial years?
 

That is exactly what is being proposed.  The telephony project is being 
phased over two financial years, 2016/17 and 2017/18.  I welcome Cllr 
Sudbury’s support for this approach.
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